Burnished concrete

PCCA Position Statement #7

casting requirements Burnished Concrete - Class O

Burnished concrete - post placement burnishing is an alternative to the
grind and polish system of achieving gloss on concrete. It is
constrained to concrete that is well troweled and smooth. Burnishing
uses fine grit resins to polish when no significant surface material is
removed.

For a successful burnished concrete slab;

Important Note:
You cannot change the colour of the slab. The higher the finish of polish
the lighter the slab will be in colour, however:

The surface should be power floated. (To achieve a surface as pore-free
and level as possible, thorough power floating is required).

The surface should be heavily troweled to obtain as smooth, dense and
hard a surface as possible. "Burnished to black”

Normally, the concrete surface should be water hardened under plastic
sheeting for 5-7 days after casting, before it is time to start grinding
and polishing.

The surface must not be waterlogged when impregnating. (This is to
enable the lithium silicate impregnation to penetrate and react with
the concrete.)

The floor surface needs to be flat. If the surface is not flat polishing
without aggregate exposure may not be possible. You want a floor
greater than Fp 70.
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